The grand ideas of operative dentistry are the prevention and arrest of decay in human teeth. As a preventive it was thought that "bone-making material," such as the outer husk of wheat, rye and oats, would do something for us. Some years ago both medical and dental journals were full of literature on this subject. In vain science sifted and analized for, practically, the bone-making material was in the bone itself, i. e. in the individual?his vitality and power of assimilation. We have "become as gods, knowing good and evil," but we have ignored nature's laws of breeding ("the survival of the fittest") and taken for ourselves a system which we are unwilling to accord to our dogs, cows 
